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Message from the President
Dear IEZA Members & Friends,
On behalf of the IEZA Board of
Directors, I want to extend our hopes
for a successful and prosperous 2017.
It is truly an honor and privilege
to lead this organization into 2017
and 2018. Over my time with IEZA,
I have gained much professionally
and personally and appreciate the
opportunity to give back not only to
this organization but to the State of
Illinois. I am excited to work with
our Board of Directors (listed on pg.
7) to move the IEZA forward. The
benefits we help provide are instrumental not only to the continued
growth and success of our respective
communities, but to the state as a
whole!

In the coming year, we have some
exciting new programs and association updates such as the developing
CORE initiative and the revamping
of the IEZA website to name a few.

IEZA President Mike VanMill

As an organization, we look to the
future and the coming opportunities
on the horizon; however, none of this
would have been possible without the
leadership of our past two Presidents,
Mark Williams and Craig Coil. Craig
Coil was instrumental in representing
IEZA in the development of the new
enterprise zone legislation. Mark
Williams provided strong leadership
during the new EZ application process of 2015.

prominent and recognized statewide
organization.

It is because of their leadership
and determination, along with dedicated Board members, that IEZA is a

Very truly yours,

I look forward to working with
everyone to continue to make the
IEZA a valuable resource. Please do
not hesitate to contact me or any
Board member with any questions,
comments or concerns. I look forward to hearing from you or seeing
you at one of our events this year.

Michael Van Mill, CEcD, AICP

New Administrator Reporting & Close-Out Requirements Coming
In accordance with the Enterprise Zone Act and JCAR
Rules, EZ administrators are
required to report projects that
receive a BMEC to the Department of Revenue (IDOR).

When adding projects on the
IDOR website, additional information will be required, including FTE jobs, building material
costs, labor costs, and project
completion date.

In this issue:

Administrators are also now required to close out projects 60
days after project completion. A
close out procedure from IDOR is
forthcoming. (See Reporting pg.
2)
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Project Spotlight: Marketplace Shopping Center
Belleville, IL:

Marketplace Shopping Center
Renovations
Before

After

With the assistance
of the Belleville Enterprise Zone, developer Adam Hill and
his company Sonoma
Capital will invest
approximately
$3,000,000 to revitalize the dilapidated
Marketplace Shopping Center in Belleville.
Sonoma Capital purchased the property
in September and
began renovations to
the center in early
October.

Existing tenants have
already seen an in-

crease in sales since
the renovations began. Renovations
include a new fire
suppression system,,
a new roof, plumbing, HVAC, parking
improvements, upgraded lighting, new
signage, and more.
The site sat mostly
vacant for nearly a
decade. Belleville
City leaders fought
with previous owners
over property
maintenance issues
for years. They are
ecstatic that Hill and
his group has purchased the property
and is making im-

provements.
The 35,000 s.f. end
cap, a former Mad
Pricer grocery store,
was sold to 4204
Main Street Brewing
Company, which will
open a brewing facility in the center to
accommodate their
growth. “4204” as it
is commonly known,
was recently named
as one of the 21 best
breweries in Illinois.

Reporting (continued from Page 1)
This close out procedure will be required
for projects begun
after January 1,
2016.

Older projects do not
need to be closed
out. It is important
to note that once projects are closed, they
cannot be revised
and the close out is
final. BMEC and
project close out reporting will be done
on the IDOR web-

site.
Reporting by administrators, BMEC
holders, and businesses is vital to the
continuation of the
enterprise zone program. Results from
reporting are used to
justify the existence
of the program with
the General Assembly

bly. Further, the data
collected allows various State agencies,
such as DCEO and
IDOR, to better
track development
and investment
throughout Illinois.
IEZA strongly encourages all enterprise zone administrators to continue to
be diligent in collecting the required data

And following up
with BMEC holders
and businesses to
ensure accurate reporting.

For more information
on the new requirements and procedures, please contact
Mike Eckert or
Marty Johnson from
IDOR.
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IEZA Fall Conference Review
The IEZA Fall Conference
took place October 5-7 at
Jumer’s Casino & Hotel in
Rock Island. The EZ 101 session kicked things off with
presentations by IEZA Board
members and representatives
from the Department of Revenue. A reception followed
where long time IEZA Board
member John Thompson was
honored for his years of service.

Day
two of the conference kicked
off with a membership meeting. A change to the IEZA bylaws was approved that would
allow the IEZA to hire staff,
such as an executive director,
if the need arose. Then Rock
Island Mayor Dennis Pauley
welcomed the Association.
Ryan McCrady of the DecaturMacon County EDC then pre-

sented on the Midwest Inland
grams and successes in Moline
Port. He was followed by
and Rock Island.
Marty Johnson and Mike Eckert of
IDOR
who presented
on new
reporting and
project
close-out procedures for projects that receive a BMEC.
The final session of the fall
conference welcomed Justin
Heather and Vic Narusis of
DCEO who provided updates
on legislative updates and EZ
boundary issues.
IEZA
Board Vice President Ben Wilson reviewed the results of the
latest IEZA membership survey. Day two wrapped up with
Janet Mathis or Renew Moline,
Adam Judd of Kone, Inc., and
Beth Payne of Renaissance
Rock Island and their respective presentations on the pro-

All conference presentation are
available to IEZA members on
the IEZA website with a provided password. Thanks to all
conference attendees.

Join us for the
IEZA 2017 Spring Conference
May 10-12, 2017
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel
Springfield, IL
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CORE

Governor Bruce Rauner

Creating Opportunities for Retention and
Expansion, or
CORE, is a statewide
initiative created as a
resource to assist in
aligning retention
and expansion efforts
within the state. Using the Synchronist
Business Information
System, CORE will
provide a standardized system of data
collection that will
allow local economic
development professionals to connect
with business.
The Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity (DCEO)
will act as a facilitator and help coordi-

nate local and regional efforts.
DCEO will also hold
monthly regional
meetings to address
issues identified during site visits and
interviews with local
companies.
Each region in the
state will create its
own region-specific
strategy, including
goals, metrics, and a
local implementation
committee. System
users must acquire a
Synchronist license
in order to participate.

gy for smaller communities to use in
their local retention
and expansion efforts. The Synchronist system will also
help in aggregating
local data to demonstrate statewide economic development
trends.
For more information, including
pricing structure, or
to become a CORE
partner, please visit
the DCEO website.

CORE will provide a
framework and provide a formal strate-

From IEZA
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News & Notes
*John Thompson, who served
on the IEZA Board for over 20
years, has announced his retirement. Over the years, John held
every position on the Board and
was the “go-to guy” for legislative details. He was also the
Board’s resident AV whiz.

tirement.

John was honored at the IEZA
fall conference for his service to
the Board. The IEZA Board
would like to thank John for his
years of service to the IEZA and
offer him best wishes on his re-

*Long time Madison County
economic development professional and IEZA member John
Herzog passed away in September. John was a big proponent

*IEZA’ s own Betty Steinert
has been named to the Board of
Director of Intersect Illinois
(formerly the Illinois Business
& Economic Development Corporation).

of the enterprise zone program
and a good friend of the IEZA.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with his family.
*For feedback and newsletter
story ideas, please contact Marketing Committee Chair Ryan
McCrady.
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trator
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Craig Coil
President/COO
The Development Consortium, Inc.
Legislative:
John Thompson
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