
 
  
  
  

IEZA & ITIA Spring Conference 2025 
Register now for the Spring 2025 Conference hosted by the Illinois 
Enterprise Zone Association (IEZA) and Illinois Tax Increment Association 
(ITIA) on May 7, 2025-May 9, 2025 in Springfield, Illinois. 

Who Should Attend? 
• Economic Development Professionals
• Municipal Officials & Staff
• Developers & Business Leaders
• Attorneys & Consultants Specializing in TIF & EZ
• Finance & Planning Professionals

Key Session Topics: 
• Eligible Costs – What qualifies and how to maximize funding

opportunities
• Negotiating with Taxing Bodies - Hear about a successful project
• Residential Development – Best practices for community growth
• Downtown Redevelopment Strategies – Revitalizing your city's

core
• Business Districts – Visit a project site that relied on business

district designation
• TIF & Enterprise Zone Administration Topics – Practical guidance 

for program management
• Updates from DCEO – The latest from the Illinois Department of

Commerce & Economic Opportunity
  

Register Today 

Spring  2025 

Pre side nt’s Bar 
First and foremost, thank you 
for your continued support of 
the Illinois Economic Zone 
Association. Our organization 
exists because of the 
commitment and engagement 
of members like you. 

As your Board, we remain 
dedicated to strengthening our 
capacity and delivering 
meaningful value to your 
membership. One of the most 
impactful benefits we offer are 
our conferences, which provide 
valuable educational content, 
networking opportunities, and 
access to the wealth of 
knowledge and experience 
shared by fellow attendees. 

Last year’s Joint Conference 
was a tremendous success, 
and we are excited to build on 
that momentum. We cordially 
invite you to join us once again 
for the upcoming IEZA/ITIA 
Spring Conference this May in 
Springfield. 

- Courtney Yockey
IEZA President
cyockey@groweffinghamcountyil.com 

https://illinois-tif.com/event-6086889
https://ieza.org/


Project In Focus 
The City of Salem has been working with a developer to begin 
construction at 154 N. Selmaville Road, Salem. The planned 35,000 
sq. ft. facility will house phase I of the 618 Plastics, LLC's operation.  

618 Plastics, LLC is a state-of-the-art Injection molding operation. The 
company will initially add no less than 10 jobs to the local job market 
in phase I of its operation, and it will serve local and regional 
manufacturers, helping factories streamline their production 
timelines and logistical. processes. 

 
 

EDO on POINT 
"618 Plastics is a prime example of economic development working 
as it should. We listened to the needs of our larger employers, 
incentivized local developers to bring solutions to the table, stacked 
incentives, and ultimately strengthened our local economy by: (a) 
supporting our manufacturing industry with ancillary services 
valuable to existing businesses, (b) creating more jobs, and (c) 
generating additional revenue for our community. 

Salem’s ability to offer Enterprise Zone incentives made this project 
possible. The ability to issue a Building Materials Exemption 
Certificate (BMEC) for a greenfield project is a game-changer, as it 
significantly reduces the developer’s startup costs. This cost savings 
allows them to reinvest in operations, equipment, and wages, further 
driving economic growth." 

- Leah Dellicarpini
Economic Development Director, City of Salem

Boa rd  in the  ho t 
se a t 

Vice-Chair of Member 
Outreach 
Andrew Taylor is the Economic 
Development Officer for Decatur & 
Macon County. Andrew is a four-
year veteran of the United States 
Navy and relocated to the Decatur 
area in 2010 where he resides with 
his wife Claire and their two 
children Wyatt & Maggie.  

Andrew graduated from Millikin 
University in 2014 where he earned 
degrees in Political Science and 
Sociology, with a focus on analytical 
statistics. During his studies he 
conducted multiple independent in-
depth research projects into the 
economic, political and social 
dynamics of Decatur and its 
surrounding communities.  

In 2019, Andrew successfully ran 
for the Decatur Public Schools #61 
School Board and ended his term 
four-years later as Board President. 

He is currently pursuing his MBA 
once again at Millikin University and 
hopes to graduate in the Spring of 
2025.  



On the Calander! 

Interested in attending the 2025 Illinois Economic Development 
Summit, but not an IEDA Member?  IEZA Members receive the 

discounted membership rate for the ED Summit. 

https://www.ileda.org/2025-ieda-summit


Made in Illinois Grant Program 
The Made in Illinois Grant Program is a game-changing opportunity for 
small and mid-sized manufacturers to access up to $50,000 in 
matching funds to support innovation and strategic technological 
advancements. 

This initiative is brought to life through a collaboration between the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
and IMEC, uniting state resources and hands-on manufacturing 
expertise. Together, we’re here to strengthen Illinois manufacturing — 
one company at a time. 

Applications accepted April 15-30, 2025. 

More Info Here 

https://www.imec.org/madeinillinois/
https://ieza.org/payments/



